Theme Note for developing the

Code of Practice for Safety at Road and Highway Construction works
1.

Introduction

Development of the Code of Practice for
Safety at Road and Highway Construction works

works have an important responsibility to make sure that all street and road works and
works.

operatives are safe. Road users should not be put at risk, and should be informed well in

excavations and working in the confined spaces.

advance about the size and nature of any obstruction. This applies to vulnerable users —
including pedestrians, cyclists, motorcyclists and horse riders — as well as drivers.
2.

Apart from signage another major issue is the safety of the workmen employed in road

This Code of Practice is aiming at addressing both of the above issues so that a set of
Purpose

such works.

standards are developed through which stipulations about executing road related
As discussed above this proposed code of practice shall cover trenches and

projects safely and carrying out signing, lighting and guarding of street works and road

3. Scope

This code of practice is being proposed to promote good working practices, and setting
issues:

excavations. This code will include recommendations intended to assist engineers who
out practicable steps as related to safety at Road and Highways construction works.

may be involved in the design of shoring. Next the code will be covering shafts, drives
and the construction of large-diameter shafts for piling, where persons enter for
inspection or other work purposes. Finally it shall cover the issues of signage related to

M Employers’ Duties
|

M Hazard Management

Information for Employees
Procedures

The scope this code of practice is proposed to cover is proposed to include following
M Training of Employees

M Notified Works

M Safety of People who are not Employees
M Employees’ and Self-employed Persons’ Duties

M Employers to Involve Employees in the Development of Health and Safety

M Accidents and Serious Harm (Recording and Notification)
M Trenches and open excavations

M GENERAL SAFETY PROVISIONS

M Legal Requirements

M Modes of Failure

M General Requirements
M Other Safety Precautions
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Today’s roads are full of fast, heavy traffic. Drivers have to keep a constant look-out for

changing road conditions. Operative, supervisors and managers executing the road
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Blasting

Recommended safe practices for excavations, before excavations, during
excavation

Safety in excavation and shafts for foundations

Methods of shoring including protection and support systems, safety
considerations

Trenching safety

Open excavations including Protection and Support Systems and related safety
considerations.

Safety in Shafts and Drives

Shafts and Drives Associated with Mines, Quatrries or Tunnels

Methods of Support

Site Investigation

Precautions during construction of drilled large-diameter shafts for piling and
other purposes including precautions related to surface equipment and
attendance, lining through water-bearing and unstable overburden, collapse of
shaft, descent into unlined shafts, provision of loose safety lining and other
protection, emergency procedures, ventilation, gas hazards, air quality
signs - cones - barriers - information board

Setting out signs

Sequence for setting out signs

Sign lighting and reflectorisation

Works on footways - safe routes for pedestrians - scaffolding

Footway ramps, footway boards and road plates

Works on two-lane single carriageways

Works on dual carriageways

Works at pedestrian and cycle crossings

Works at road junctions

Works at permanent traffic signals

Works at roundabouts

Cycle lanes and cycle tracks

Traffic Control - need for control - road widths -setting up - choice of method
Mobile works and minor works - mobile lane closures

Works near tramways

Works at or near railway level crossings
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4. Working Modalities

For these code formation activities Indian Society for Trenchless Technology (IndSTT) has
formed a working group who would be responsible to collect, assimilate, analyse the
data available internationally and provide their recommendations to IndSTT. Based on
those recommendations, IndSTT secretariat shall compile the Codes of Practice.
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